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Malachi 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Named for its author, Malachi; means “My messenger” or “the Lord’s messenger” 

 Last book of the Minor Prophets; with it, God closes the OT historically and prophetically 

 Date: 450-430 BC 

Background and Setting 

 Historical Background 

 50,000 exiles had returned; the temple was rebuilt and the sacrificial system renewed before Malachi is on 

the scene 

 After being back in the land, the Israelites resorted to ritualistic religion, leading to hard-heartedness and 

departure from God’s law (the people and the priests are guilty) 

 Malachi was the prophet to condemn such practices and call the people to repentance 

 Israel had continued its OT pattern of straying from God even to the end of the last book. 

 Relationship to Haggai and Zechariah: this is the third time a prophet had to call the post-exilic Israelites 

back to God, confronting them about their lifestyle, priorities, and worship 

 After Malachi, there were 400 years of prophetic silence; last words were ones of condemnation for their 

sins; next prophet would be John the Baptist 

The Message of the Book of Malachi 

 The style of the book  

 Built around a series of disputation speeches 

 The contrast between the questioning in Malachi and the questioning in Habakkuk 

 There is a valid way for people to come to God and ask questions 

 In Malachi, this is an example of people questioning God in the wrong way, questioning what God 

says, accusing God of being unfair to them; blaming their problems on God, not their own turning 

from him 

 It is also practical and deals with issues like repentance, divine care, salvation, and holy living 

 The contents/message of the book 

 Disputation # 1 (1:2–5) 

 Question of God’s love 

 I have loved you 

 How have you loved us? 

 God’s blessing and faithfulness 

 Disputation # 2 (1:6–2:9) 

 Question of corrupt worship 
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 Your priests have shown contempt for my name 

 How have we done this? 

 You have given me blind, crippled, and lame sacrifices; things you wouldn’t offer to your governor as a 

tax 

 Disputation # 3 (2:10–16) 

 Question of Israel’s unfaithfulness 

 Judah has desecrated my sanctuary 

 Why doesn’t the Lord show respect for our offerings? 

 You have been unfaithful to me by divorcing the wives of your youth 

 I don’t want your worship, I want you to clean up your lives 

 Divorcing Jewish wives, and marrying foreign wives who owned land in exile 

 Disputation # 4 (2:17–3:5) 

 Question of God’s justice 

 You have wearied me with your words 

 How have we wearied you? 

 By all the accusations you make against me 

 Disputation # 5 (3:6–12) 

 Question of Israel’s failure to pay tithes 

 You have robbed me 

 How are we to return?  How have we robbed you? 

 By not paying the tithes and offerings 

 Disputation # 6 (3:13–4:3) 

 Question of Israel’s arrogance toward God 

 You have said harsh things about me 

 What have we said against you? 

 You have said it is futile to serve God; what did we gain by serving him? 

 Conclusion (4:4–6) 

 God says he will ultimately restore 

 The continuing place of Moses and the law 

 The promise concerning Elijah 

 John the Baptist prepares the way for Jesus 

 The warning of future judgment 

 Be careful to keep God on the front burner of your life 

 Don’t abandon your first 

love Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 


